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Jo Joxun Enc iisHMman, 


SIR, 
3 HE following Piece wrote fome Time ago, now 


cravesa Birth inyour Paper ; from, 
Your Humble Servant, &. 


To the Intelligent of the Dutch Nation in the Province of 
New-York, profedjing themfelwes of the Ettablifhed Re- 
ligion of the U United Provinces, or the Belgick Church. 


GENTLEMEN, 


‘OU can’tbe unacquainted, that the Affair of efta- 
blifhing a College inthis Province, has very much 
engaged the Attention of a Party, which have at- 
tained to the Diftinétion from other Sects, by the 
Name of The Refiectorians; whofe Numbers ought to 

be eftimated only, as in all other Profeflions, by an expli- 
cit Confent io their Creed, which has been publithed. This 
Se@, for fome Reafons which may be eafily guefled, (dit- 
ferent from fuch as they have openly avowed) have ufed va- 
rious Methods to raife a popular Diilike to the Eftablifhment 
made by his Majetty’s Letters Patent ; and thereby, if pof- 
fible, to withdraw the Patronage of the Legiflature, under 
which the firft Projection took its Rife, and upon which the 
Profpect ofa flourithing Seminary, to be an Ornament and 
Advantage tothe whole Province, very much depends, [| 
fhall, in order to the Purpofe of this Addrefs, only at this 
‘Time, take Notice of two Methods, whereby they feem to 
— themfelves Succefs in their Oppofition. 
Mifreprefenting the Nature and Tendency of the 
C ‘har ‘ter Eftabliihment, and the Intention and Defign of 
thofe who were inftrumental in obtaining of it, as a Scheme 
for excluding all D:fenters, from the Rights, Privileges and 
Advantages ‘of the College.---This is plain, from the fr/ 
Dialogue at the Warcu-Tower, and refuted by the 
Second, trom the exprefs Words of the Charter itfelf. 

2. Endeavouring to engage the Dutch (who are numerous 
in the Province) in a Combination with the mott numerous 
Sect of our Diffenters, and to fpirit up both to lift under the 
new Sed of Refleforians, for making the Oppofition more 
eflicacious.--- I don’t doubt, but that the beft Part of thofe 
who are of the Englifh Nation, and have been induced to 
fign Inftructions to the Reprefentatives, will be contented, 
that ¢/ey thould a&t according to their own Reafon and 
Confcience in this i important Affair, without efteeming fuch 
Subfcriptions to be the Voice of GOD, becaufe the Voice of 
People, in an Affair they couldnot rea/onably be thought com- 
petent Judges ; at leaft, before they were better informed in 
the Nature of the Difpute .---And, that the Contequence of 
their Subicription was, toinfluence their Reprefentatives, 

to load the Province with the Burthen of a /econd College, 
when one had already fo far happily advanced, as to furnith 
a Profpect of having ‘the Means of a /iberal Education, offer- 
ed toall Perfuafions and Parties, without any Infringment 


of their juft and legal Rights ; of which every intelligent 
Perfon may be fatisfied, by a Sight of the C barter, for this 
Purpofe publithed.-*- Of the Dut +, we more eafily flatter 
ourfelves, that they will never be induced to join in an un- 
re: afonable Oppofition, to Meafures that are according to 
the Conititution of the Exg/i Nation, by which themfelves 
are deprived of no one Privilege or Advantage, which the 
Members adhering to ove National Conftitution, can expect 
or defire from unetber, with which the greate it Frie ndihip 
fubfifts.--- Ihave addreffed this Paper to you, Gentlemen, 

as you will be beit able to correét my Miltakes, if any 
fhou’d occur, in the Anfwer I intend here, to a Par agraph 
in Watch-Tower, Numb. V. The Faf# that has been fre- 
quently and confidently afferted (he fays) of the Affinity 
between the Dutch and Englifh Churches ; the F alfity of it, 
he hopes, none remain ftill to be convinced of: So that, if 
he fhoald convince any Body, by his Quotation froma Book 
in the Library, it muft be beyond his own Hope, and be- 
yond my Expectationtoo. I have not Room to recite his 
Paragragh, therefore beg Leave to refer to his Numb. V. 

The pretended Afinity, the Falfity of whofe Pretence, 
he thinks now fo tully underitood; he, however, wou'd 
convince over again, that it has no Exiftence ; by, firit 
referring to thofe that know more of the Matter than he can 
pretend to, {uppoling they can (ce a great Di/parity between 
the two Churches, * in the grand Princ iples of  Chriftiantty, 
‘* inculcated by their refpective Clergy.” You, Gentlemen, 
can tell, whether your Clergy inculcate any Principles of 
Chriftianity, that may not be faid to have Affinity with 
fuch as are inculeated by our Clergy, agreeable to the 39 
Articles of our Church :--- The Trinity in Unity, Incar 
nation, Paffion, Refurrection, Afcenfion of our Ble/ed 
Saviour, the Defcent of the Holy Ghoft the Comfort 4 
among whofe Gifts are to be reckoned various Ord ers inthe 
Miniltry of the Chrifiax Church, &c. So much may fuf- 
fice for his Znnuen: Yo, that there can be no Affinity where fo 
great Difpanity in Doétrine.---- But his fme Quotation, 

That Englih Preflyterians are moft numerous in Ho//and, 
and moit tavoured by the Government ; and that the Dutch 
Church, or Eftablifhment of the United Preibion es, is not 
Episcopal, we may allow to be juft, and yet affertthe df 
finity between the Engli/h and Dut-+ Church, to be a fuf- 
ficient Motive to the Members of the Dutch C. ommunion not 
to take Part in the unreafonable Quarrels of any Sort of 
Diffenters trom the ‘Church of Engl land, to prejudice our 
Eltablithed Church ; which can’t be done by them, but up,- 
on Principles that are as oppofite to the Eftablifhment of the 
United Provinces, as they are to the Church of England, 
whofe Eftablifhment extends to this Province, as well as the 
Toleration ; by which all Difenters have Security for the 
free Enjoyment of their feveral Perfuafions and Immunities 
granted them thereby. 

Identity of Names, is no Argument to prove /dentity of 
Things: The Name Prefbyterian, has been transferred, 
from Party to Party, among our Difénters, of very different 
Principles and Praétices ; and rather at this Day, fignifies 
negatively, not Epi fcopal, than any ‘Thing pofitive : And 
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in fuch a large Senfe, Iwill not contend, that the Word 
may not alfo be applied to the Dutch Church, and yet leave 
Room to affert a great Affinity between the Epi/copal Engli/h 
and Prefoyterian Dutch Churches ; and very great and 
eflential Difimilitude between the Dutch, and thole that 
call themfelves Pre/byterians in this Province :---And_be- 
tween our Prefoyterian Diffenters, and the Engli/h ehablifoed 
Prefbyterians in the United Provinces; where, by confor- 
ming to the National Eftablifhment, as fully as the Native 
Dutch, they enjoy the fame Privileges and Advantages 
as the Native Inhabitants. And the fame would be done 
in Exgland for People of any Nation. Which, therefore, is 
neither Matter of Boaft, Wonder or Argument. 

I have in my own Library, a Book printed at Rotterdam, 
by Ifeac Van Wacfberghe, Anno, 1636, The Apologetical 
Reply of the Rev. Joun Devenrort, B. D. This Gentle- 
man refigned his Parifh Church in England, upon fome 
Scruples about Conformity ; and for his great Fame, was 
invited to Amfterdam, to be Collegue with Mr. Paget, in 
an Englifo Church, upon the Dutch Eftablifhment there ; 
whofe Scruples about Conformity to the Dutch Eftablith- 
ment, procured his Rejection ; in which the Magiftrates 
exerted their Authority as well as the Claffis. From the 
particular Accounts of the feveral Steps and Proceedings in 
this Affair, and relating to the Rejection of the famous Mr. 
Hooker, and others; [come to underftand fomething of 
the Dutch Conftitution ; and am able to relate, upon good 
Authority, fundry Things, from whence thofe who pleafe, 
may fee the Affinity between the Dutch Church and eftabli- 
fhed Frgli/>; andalfo, the very great Diffimilitude between 
them, and fuch Congregations as have no Right to 
take the Name Church, among Independent States, tho’ 
they call themfelves Prefyterians. 

1. Then, it appears that no Man is admitted a Minifter 
of the Englifh Prefoyterian Church at Amferdam, without 
the Authority of theClaffis : And Mr. Devenport complains, 
that this Approbation was required for his Preaching there, 
en paffent, atthe Defire of the Conffory, p. 223. ‘ 

z. That the Claffis which is formed by Deputation from 
feveral Confiftories, fuperintend the ecclefiaflical Affairs 
of a Diocefe, refpecting Ordination and Government, in 
Subordination however, to Synods Provincial and Natio- 
nal, to whofe Decifions the Magiflrates enforce Obedience. 

3. To the Admiffion of Minilters over their Parifh Char- 
ches ; Subfcriptions are required to eltablifhed Articles of 
Doétrine and Difcipline . “‘ To the Catechifm, and to the 
“ Belgick Conteflion of Faith, and to the Determination 
“« of the Synod of Dart, &c. p. 69. 

4. They have an eftablifhed Liturgy, according to 
which the Sacraments are adminiltred, &'c. 

5. That the Form of a Minifter’s Calling to one of thofe 
Churches, was, ‘‘ To minifter the Word, and the Depens 
« dencies thereof, according to the Order of thofe reformed 
« Churches ; andefpecially, with :»ofe that are combined 
«« with the Claflis of Am/ferdam.” p. 1 75. 

6. Lobferve Mr. Devenport's Complaint, (I think with- 
out Reafon) p. 194. thathe was “ deny’d that Liberty in 


‘© Holland, which the Dutch Churches have in England, by 
é a Grant of Epwarp VI. to Fobannesa Lajfco, under 
« the Broad Seal of England, which is continued to this 
« Day.” 

7, x his Vindication of Mr. Heoker, renowned among 
the Englih Difenters, who was rejected in Holland, for his 
Opinions tending to Schifm, wiz. as is faid p. 246. “ The 
“ tawo firft concern the Brownifts: As, frf, His Opinion, 
‘ that they might lawfully be received for Members of that 
‘ Church. Second, That in fome Cafes, the Members of 
© this Church might hear at their Affemblies.” 

The chief Objection againft the Browmi/fs, as appears by 
the Exculpation, was their making a Separation from the 
Church of England; from whence we may conclude, what 
Communion they would, at that Time, have held with 
fuch as our prefent Difenters. Upon the Whole, it ap- 
pears that the Dutch, asthe Engi Church, holds the 
Authority of the Church, to decree Rites, &c. which our 
Diffenters deny ; and the Rightof the Magiftrate to inter- 
poie in ecclefiaftical Affairs: The Authority of National 
Synods, and Obedience due to the eftablifhed Rules and 
Orders of National Churches, not repugnant to the Word 
of GOD From thefe, and many other Confiderattons, an 
An{wer is obvious to all that has been faid, to render you, 
Gentlemen of the Dutch Church, difpofed to favour any At- 
tempt relating tothe College, in Oppofition to the prefent 
Eftablifhment by Charter :---In which the Dutch, and even 
our own D:fenters, are admitted to a Share of the Govern- 
ment, and equal Privileges of Education, and all Dignities 
and Immunities, witha Referve only of the Prefidentihip to 
our National Form of Religion, and Prayers to be collected 
from our own Liturgy, in a Manner to be approved by the 
Governors. As the Word Prefbyterians, is uled among 
us, to diftinguith thofe who call their Minilters Prefyters, 
and have no fuperior Order, from fuch as have an Order 
fuperior, called BifSops, I can allow, that thofe of the 
Dutch eftablifhed Religion, may be called Prefbyterians ; 
and that many Ene/i/> Congregations, by conforming to 
their Eitablithment, enjoy the Favours of the State, as 
much as it they were Dutch, being combined under the 
fame Claffis; which in each Diocefe, performs the fame 
Functions, which in England are appropriated to the Bi- 
fhop : And that thofe who are of the National Church of 
England, have not the fame Privileges with thofe who con- 
form to the Eftablifhment there; I fee no Reafon to grudge 
or complaia, any more than for the Dutch to be diffatisfied 
with a like Difcrimination here ; which I hope they are 
fenfible, with Gratitude, is not extended to the beni Length 
as in the United Provinces, where none are admitted into 


any Office or Poft in the Government, but thofe of their 
¢itablithed Religion. 


-~ 


Z am, 
GENTLEMEN, 


Your Humble Serve. 


&. 


OHN ENGLISHMAN returns Thanks to the Author of the Watch-Tower, for the’ Honour 
be intends to do to his laft Performance ; and begs Leave to affure bim, that be will not be bebind 


Hand with him in Point of Civility; and hopes that at all Times, 
to publifh the Truth, even without the Affijtence of a Conclave of Eig 
Watch-Tower deing in that, as in moft other Things, 


he fhall bave Refolution enough 
ht Reverend Clergymen ; Mr. 
under a grand Miftake. 


T HE Public may expe a Paper of this Length, as often as foall be thought needful: And the 


_ Author will gratefully acknowledge the Corre/pondence 
write any Thing in Defence of the College, and the Engl 


Englifhman, ¢o be left with the Printers bereof. 





ce of {uch Gentlemen, as foall be difpofed to 
if) Conftitution,; who may dire& to John 
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Printed and Sold, by. J. Parker, and W. Weyman, at the New Printing-Office in 
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